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The Brant goose is a mysterious bird.
It appears in Shizugawa Bay from late October to early November every year. It has not
been clarified where these geese come from nor how they come all the way to Japan.
Many brant geese can be seen on the coasts of the Arctic Ocean. However, only a small
portion, estimated at between 8,000 to 9,000 birds, migrate to and pass the winter in
Northeast Asia. Since the number of brant geese wintering in Japan is very small, it was
designated as a natural monument in 1971 and is a protected species in Japan, and is
currently registered on the Red List of the Ministry of the Environment as an endangered
species.
In Shizugawa Bay, 200 to 300 brant geese pass the winter and return home at the end of
March.
They usually breed on the coasts of the Arctic Ocean between June and July, and the chicks
hatch. When the chicks grow, they start migrating to their wintering areas and the brant
geese that migrate to Northeast Asia is that they stop by Notsuke Peninsula in Hokkaido.
From there, they head to each wintering area. Like Shizugawa Bay, Notsuke Bay is also
registered with the Ramsar Convention and is a place where eelgrass, a favorite food of the
brant geese, grows in dense clumps. It is thought that Brant geese that have wintered in
Japan leave the Notsuke Peninsula to return to the Arctic Ocean via Primorye, Russia.
Details will be elucidated by a survey using GPS.
The brant goose is about 60 cm long and has a white pattern that looks like a collar, and the
feathers on their buttocks and belly are also white.
Brant geese flying into Shizugawa Bay are often seen at the port because they are not wary
of humans so much.
Although there were only about 100 brant geese around the earthquake of 2011, 358 geese
were observed last year. They eat eelgrass and sea lettuce, or only algae directly under the
sea surface.
Shizugawa Bay, which has abundant algae beds and is registered with the Ramsar
Convention, is a perfect wintering place for brant geese. Because they do not move in large
flocks like white - fronted geese that act as small flocks, there is no danger that seaweed and
seagrass in the Bay will be exhausted. On the contrary, they eat seaweed and seagrass that e
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flows into the harbor and the beach, so they help to maintain the beach environment. ) SR N N S o . S o
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The brant geese passing the winter in Shizugawa Bay do not fear humans so they can be . . .
observed up close. However, if they feel that you are too close or trying to do them harm, Brant geese pass the W'nter 'n Sh'zugawa Bay
they may raise their head and stare at you. If they make a cry, it is a sign that they are wary
of you. It is better to use binoculars to observe them so as to not frighten them. Of course, B""ds and people ||Ve together in harmony
please also remember to show respect to the fishermen working on the beach. .
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Burdock }}asaumqu.e taste and scent and enhances the < ’6 T ez C CRE o CrENco % E
flavor of simmered dishes and soups. S vz x fibfr x " oIl B iz BEM D
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: Y 7k200cc &l QEZI(DEIZ’F]J:“C“’QJ?H *4’%)\&1,‘%??5&560 T eean . -
§ % F%j(:‘fkl ?i()_&?;é D1V L gz&f_ﬁo’ggi I;‘ f%g A white sightseeing boat slides off the quay in front of the site of  jacopever and silver salmon farms.
— LT %fgi; t% T ° ] 'ﬂz?) =T former Shizugawa temporary fish market. Mr. Choki Abe is Passengers will be impressed with Captain Abe’ s stories of
HYAKEL1 your captain and tour guide on this hour-long tour. everything from the disaster of 2011, the current state of
(. 3 A =k ﬂ @ZT(F < LTHhBkESY - OEE L 2 ERIICFHD A large number of black-tailed gulls gather around the boat asit recovery from the tsunami, and legends and history of the
.“E/j #o) 1% L. BEEY Hﬂ'ob Kt EQASIEANTES heads out to sea and fly alongside it. They feast on the rice islands in Shizugawa Bay. The land as seen from the sea will
#  100cc o 12;_232} 7EEY K Stz crackers that passengers throw into the air, skillfully catching  offer a new perspective of the area’ s long history.
Ei?l?% A2 each cracker one after another. Shizugawa Bay is home to a  Passengers break into cheers and shouts as they approach the
%Eg%éﬁ%é @15 385D 5 variety of birds, and the rare brant goose can be seen as it oyster farm. On clear days, you can see countless numbers of
j~7;~EH’ s ’ = Uiz, & S ICHEES ®HEFIicT<imEAN migrates to the area to spend the winter. ropes with bunches of oysters hanging from them in the water.
:;@2%;?2?3221(% i ﬁg&@%ﬁ??%ﬂﬁ‘) n Birds that are perched on the floats used in cultivation look  This scene epitomizes the richness and beauty of Shizugawa
> 0 = o

adorable as each bird sits by itself on the float. There are various Bay, which continues to provide a pristine environment for
kinds of fish farms in Shizugawa Bay. Although usually seen many creatures.
only from a distance, passengers will have a close view of
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