AW family membery gather to-make
walnut rice cakes
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MRk rE LS 250g  =iRBE 150g RS EE R EE The shrine silently stands watch over Isatomae Bay. Members of the Isatomae Keiyakukai (mutual-aid association) have prayed at
Mishima Shrine for many generations. The enshrined deity is Kotoshironushi no Mikoto (also known as Ebisu, god of sea and luck). The

Northern Miyagi Prefecture has a long tradition of a rich “rice cake culture.” When T X Ui, Rl FTERE F =+ o people in Utatsu come here to pray for a big haul and safe voyage.The chief priest Hiroshi Oyama of the Mishima Shrine says that
there is a happy event or in an occasion where people gather, they pound steamed rice e members of the Oyama Family held positions as chief priest of the shrine that stood at the summit of Mt. Tatsugane. When the town

to make rice cakes. And the cakes are cut and served with various flavors. .
. . . o s » o 1s isaaR e LT, i
Minamisanriku also has this “rice cake culture” which has been handed down through >

generations. Ms. Keiko Abe, who lives in Minato in the Utatsu district, prepares a 7-5 £ RHICHMD

distribution was made in 1693, they moved to Isatomae and the shrine was established.
'The entire shrine office, mikoshi (portable shrine), and old records of the Mishima Shrine which was located near JR Utatsu Station were
destroyed by the massive tsunami following the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011. The "Isatomae Keiyakukai" made up of about 85

V.afie‘tkaf e cakfsb(iuring et NG Y.e‘ar ° llzolidfays. Thte%inclléde red ‘besilnkrice calk CSE ﬂ;ﬂ;\/f\: ;fgf . households were responsible for activities such as shrine festivals and operation and maintenance of the shrine office. They were able to -
EEE sziz lgnvde%iecg c;k:lg)i,t}slezjvr?:trlzesti:arne;c,icefrrr:)lrin zurslozoein(:;;: ('Aaue:}’l::s Slclc ; - N overcome many trials and tribulations to rebuild a splendid new shrine office in May 2016. When the New Year draws near, members of =
cakes are z’lrrange d on the dinin;g tablep side by side surro{m de%l \b;]the li\}ely laughter of “HHH)? %’ﬁ\\%ﬂ:%ﬁ\ the "Keiyakukai"” clean the shrine pavilions made in the architectural style of "Gongen-zukuri" (a Shinto shrine complex in which the
fariily members gathered for the New Year's celebration: igﬁigzin\ worship hall and the main sanctuary are interconnected under the same roof in the shape of an H.), and make and decorate the

shimenawa, a sacred festoon. Such religious devotion still lives on in the hearts of the townspeople.

‘The walnut rice cake is especially popular and has a rich flavor. The river carries the
The shrine festival is celebrated every four years and representatives of the believers hold discussions and prepare for the event. The next

walnuts from the mountain to an area near Keiko's house. She collects the walnuts and
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washes them clean and dries them. She cracks the shells and takes out the kernels. TOT, EOBT festival will be held on May 3 and 4 of 2018. They plan to conduct a mikoshi parade that will travel to every corner of the Utatsu district
Then, her husband and children take turns crushing the kernels in a mortar. Walnut HRHY I fE T and are deciding on the route and stops for the mikoshi to make. Accompanied by drums and "shishimai" (lion dance) performances, the
rice cakes remind people of home and they feel blessed to live in Utatsu which offers RS ! gorgeous mikoshi shrine parades through the streets. In the forest surrounding the shrine at Mt. Mishima, "goshintai" (body of the deity)

them not only delicacies from the sea but also delicacies from the mountains. quietly awaits the day when the gorgeous mikoshi parades again along the beaches of Utatsu.
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