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Iriya uchibayashi musical performance
Passing down “Power”
to the next generation

The mountainous rice terraces are colored in golden
hues. Autumn in Iriya is picturesque with a
landscape of contrasting golden terraces and lush
green hills. At night you can hear the sounds of
whistles and drums in the Iriya district.

They are the sounds of people practicing for the
uchibayashi performance for the Hachiman Shrine
Festival in Iriya that is held on the third Sunday in
September.

For over 250 years, the people of Iriya have
continued to hold a ceremony to transfer a sacred
object from the Hachiman Shrine and the
uchibayashi performance for the shrine festival.

The festival and uchibayashi performance in Iriya
have been designated as “Important Intangible
Folk-cultural Property” by Miyagi Prefecture for
their value as a folk tradition and as a folk
performing art.

The high cost and dedication necessary for the
uchibayashi performance put the event in danger of
being cancelled numerous times during and after
World War II and in the period of high economic
growth in Japan. However, people worked together
at every crisis and with their combined effort, were
able to hand down this festival to succeeding
generations. Each year, one of four koh associations
takes turn being in charge of the ceremony for
transferral of the sacred object and uchibayashi.

The association in charge begins preparations one
year in advance. Two weeks before the festival,
performers start to practice on the big drums, small
drums, and whistles for the uchibayashi performance
and the lion dance, and children practice for the
dance to comfort the lion.

They decorate a stall with a foo dog and artificial
flowers of peony and cherry blossoms, and flower
garlands, which are called "baren." Each flower
petal is created by cutting them out of paper and
dyeing them one by one. They enthusiastically make
colorful clothes for children. In addition, the
townspeople must collect congratulatory gifts of
money and prepare homemade food for the day of
the festival. While keeping in mind the necessity to
change with the times, the people of Iriya have
continued to maintain this valuable tradition by
sharing the duties for holding this event. The ability
to successfully pass down this treasure to the next
generation is part of their tremendous underlying
strength.
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In 2014, the Tarabasawa Koh Association will dedicate the performance of Mr. Abe first played a big drum in the festival when he was in the first grade of junior high
uchibayashi to the shrine. The koh is made up by 108 households. They work school, so he has been involved in uchibayashi for a long time.
together to raise funds, prepare a stall, and practice uchibayashi. On September 14 He feels that the tradition of doing volunteer work for the festival led the townspeople to
they will arrange the transferral of the sacred object and performance of the provide food to people who lived near the sea and suffered damage from the tsunami in the
uchibayashi. 2011 disaster, and this volunteer spirit has become the base for doing various support
Three grandchildren of Kaoru have also practiced uchibayashi at Iriya Elementary activities.
School. On the day of the Hachiman Shrine Festival, children can have a lively time "With the number of children in the area decreasing, I think that this festival may face
together with the other members of the community. It is a wonderful day for all. difficulty surviving again, but I would like to do all that is necessary to continue this tradition."
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Tomoko Yamauchi
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Ms. Yamauchi is in charge of makeup for the children who take part in the uchibayashi Mr. Sugawara supervises fourth to sixth graders of Iriya Elementary School who will play
performance. the Iriya uchibayashi's big drums for the event. In uchibayashi performance, seven pieces
Tomoko keeps careful watch so that all the traditions are correctly followed: the correct of music are played with the music "Fukkiri," played in the middle. The “lion dance” and

way to wear a sash with the sleeves tacked up, how to dress in kimono, and how to put "children who comfort the lion" dance are performed with this music.
on makeup. Tomoko wants to continue to uphold these traditions so that their true "Iriya uchibayashi is an important event in which the people who were born in this area
beauty will continue to breathe new life into the festival for generations to come. take part,” says Mr. Sugawara. As the festival approaches, people in Iriya get excited and

look forward to this event.

BHEDTE b7t R Flat : Lo o N L § WOV =8~ 2T 3 6 440
@133, 2L, i E - : | ‘I‘I". y UJWB}:%%’A(J:)

T T

WT-HSHeEh g % .

LB L%

BLAEELHT FAg %

2F 3, } A v LHLWLTT,




m it |L

Il st/
docdl

\

l‘\

Al

NSBELT =7 P
1ZE s 7 ft i

Mr. Takuya Suzuki rebuilt a mini museum in the Togura Hadenya district

oz 2744,

where his mother's house had once been. The museum displays fishing and
agricultural implements that were collected from the debris of the disaster in
addition to the items and equipment that had been used in his mother's house,
including electric home appliances, eating utensils and other materials. Also, the
museum has an exhibit of photos of the district taken before and immediately
after the disaster.

In Minamisanriku, fishing and agricultural implements and sericulture tools were
used concurrently in traditional houses. Mr. Suzuki feels that these folk artifacts
represent a sophisticated blend of wisdom and beauty fostered by the people of
long ago as they attempted to sustain a way of life that was in harmony with
nature.

As a result of the devastating tsunami of 2011, a huge amount of “goods” were
turned into debris at every house and office, and people were in the depths of
despair. However, when spring came, birds were chirping and began to make their
nests, as they had done in previous springs, in the crevices of broken steel frames.

He looks back over the days following the disaster and says, “These birds are
living, tough and not being particular about the previous condition of making
nests. They have made me feel what is important is to think and seek a better way
of life in the environment that we are facing.”

“Although man-made artifacts such as streets, rice and vegetable fields and
harbors have been destroyed, natural landscapes have not been affected so much.”
In the spring of 2014, he carried some sand from Terahama Beach, which the
tsunami has changed into wetlands, and made a small biotope in front of the
Hometown Museum. This summer, surprisingly, an endangered species of a water
plant (Monochoria korsakowii) began to flower in this biotope. Mr. Suzuki was
surprised at the restoring force that nature has since he had not seen this plant
before.

“Human-beings are part of nature. I think the restoration, in a true sense of
meaning, is to restore our town that has a capability of production originated in
primary industry so that we can live our life whatever happens — a way of life our
predecessors have lived.”

Mr. Suzuki is always looking at and observing nature carefully and his words
have been continuing to move the heart of the visitors to the museum.
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One of the best storytellers in Minamisanriku Town is Mr. Kazuma l’i A=
Goto. He knows much about the history and plants of Minamisanriku. E‘: é
In his junior high school days, Kazuma discovered a Jomon (ca 11000 EIR
BCE-ca 300 BCE) sitc, the Chojayashiki Site, which gave hima & 4
strong interest in the world of history. He was greatly influenced by Z Z
Mr. Shosuke Sato who compiled a history book which became the ? ﬁ
n o

basis of the Shizugawa Town (now Shizugawa district in
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Minamisanriku) History, and worked as a Superintendent of Education. When he worked for a bank, he joined the alpine club and

taught himself about plants through his mountain climbing.

The people of Minamisanriku have a long tradition of catching fish, making charcoal, raising silkworms, and gathering seaweed in

winter and edible wild plants in spring. Thus, everyone in the town knows where to gather spring water and which plants are

edible. Among such a background, Kazuma learned the workings of nature through the experiences of his daily life from

experience in daily life without even being aware of it. "After experiencing the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011, we have

learned a lot about how to cope in such situations," Kazuma says.

"Minamisanriku has been attacked by huge tsunami many times since the Jomon period and has the wisdom of the ancient people

who lived in harmony with nature. Immediately after the massive earthquake, modern machines were not always helpful. All we

had was our knowledge gained from past experience, our five senses as well as our sixth sense, and the support provided to each

other by members of our community. We must never lose our sense of “living in harmony with nature." Nevertheless, it is also

wiser to aim at living a richer life with new values evolved and improved from traditional ones amidst a declining population. I

think Minamisanriku is capable of making this come true."
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The entire boundary of Minamisanriku
is mountain ridgelines. NEW6 H e 05 it
All the rain that falls on the town goes to the sea. 3 X s £ o T il ic & %
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There is a “miracle” forest in Minamisanriku. It lies in an area at the northern limit of the range of broad and glossy leaved — # 2 LS - e ]
PN A BT &

evergreen trees. Although the Tohoku region is in a cold climate, this forest is thick and green all year round with
evergreen trees of Tabunoki (Machilus thunbergii) and Mochinoki (lex integra), which are found in the southern area. In
the undergrowth, small evergreen trees such as Japanese cleyera and camellia japonica, and evergreen shrubs such as
spindletrees, and autumn ferns grow densely packed.

The uninhabited island of Tsubakishima in Shizugawa Bay is known for its more than 200 species with extremely rare
vegetation of academic value, including the Tabunoki trees. It was designated as a National Natural Monument in 1966
and people cannot enter Tsubakishima Island without permission.

Areshima Island has vegetation that is extremely similar to Tsubakishima Island and you can get to the island by walking
along the breakwater from Sodehama Beach. Tabunoki trees grow gregariously on the island. When you look up at a
Tabunoki tree with its branches spread, you can clearly see the boundaries between trees as if the trees were carefully
trimmed by woodcutters so that you could see the sky. It is a mystical scene.

Tabunoki trees spread their branches without overlapping over one another so that they appear to “raise” each other.
Through the spaces between branches the sun comes in to nurture camellia japonica, ferns, and other understory plants.
Keeping an exquisite balance, a variety of plants grow to a lush vivid green.

These plants that live strongly while sharing the sunlight teach us the importance of sharing with each other.

The people of Minamisanriku are proud of Areshima Island, a special place thought to be flowing with mystical energy.
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We are working hard
together!

For the recovery of
Minamisanriku!

A photo project by
photographer, Mr. Masashi
Asada, and the people of
Minamisanriku.

The subjects for the photographs
are people who are working hard to
do something for others. The project
members are steadily undertaking
the photography.

Before photographing, Mr. Asada
and other members meet to decide
what location and background to
capture in the photo. On the day of
photographing, while members
meet and express ideas between
one another, a single photography
work is created. The photographs
capture people who are
sympathizing with others, people
who are proactively working for the
recovery of Minamisanriku, and
images of warm thoughts and
feelings flowing between people.
Everyone is working hard now at
various places and in various ways
while wishing for the earliest
possible recovery of Minamisanriku.
people elsewhere feel better.
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Women in the Hadenya Temporary Housing Complex Women in the Hadenya Temporary Housing
Complex started a vegetable garden located on a hillside that overlooks the ocean below the complex. They have
lived here for three years and four months helping one another since the tsunami catastrophe. The view of
daybreak from the vegetable garden is beautiful beyond expression. “When the permanent public housing for
disaster victims is completed, we may lose the opportunity to gather together and meet.” Whatever happens, there

are smiling faces all round for the camera!
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Food factory Nukumori (Warmth) Located
in the Iriya district, “Food Factory Nukumori” is
producing miso bean paste and pickles. Women
make pickles using agricultural products and
edible plants which grow in beautiful fields and
woodlands located nearby. These pickles are
mainly sold at the Fukkoichi Market, and shipped
to supermarkets and stores in neighboring towns.
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Tobiage Mr. Seiichi Takahashi, who was
trained at a Chinese restaurant in a famous
hotel in Sendai, is managing a Chinese
restaurant in Utatsu with his parents and
younger sister working alongside him. Tobiage
(meaning “to fly” ) is the name of the restaurant.
As karate instructors, Seiichi and his sister
Narumi are also teaching karate to children in
the community. As” the name implies, the
restaurant will “spread its wings and soar!”
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Direct sales store of fishery cooperative
Tabunoki Fishery cooperative Tabunoki is
running a direct sales store located at
Tsunomiya in the Togura district where they sell
sea squirts, scallops, Coho salmon and other
marine products. The store is very popular and
customers came to the store from early in the
morning to buy fresh marine products. The
store's mascot is the seedling of Tabunoki
(Machilus thunbergii). The island of
Tsubakishima is famous for its colonies of the
Tabunoki tree and it can be seen from the front
of the fishery cooperative.
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“Minamisanriku ‘Pushing Hard’ Impressive Photo Project”
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