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"Forests Floating on the Sea"

Building a Japanese-style boat

Mr. Chiba is 75 years old. He is a 2nd generation president of Daikatsu
Shipbuilding. To date, the company has built more than 400. In Minamisanriku,
almost all ships and boats suffered damage from the tsunami. Although Daikatsu
Shipbuilding also suffered tremendous damage, they started constructing ships
again immediately after the disaster.

After the disaster, Mr. Shigeatsu Hatakeyama from a non-profit organization
(NPO) "Mori wa Umi no Koibito" asked Mr. Chiba to build a Japanese-style boat.

Two Japanese-style boats, owned by Mr. Hatakeyama had been washed away by

the tsunami, and he wanted to replace these boats. Although Mr. Hatakeyama is a

fisherman who cultures oysters, he believes that "Water rich in nourishment that

flow from rich forests will nurture delicious oysters. Therefore, he continues to
plant trees in Mt. Murone. His essay, “Forests are lovers of the Sea” (Mori wa Umi
no Koibito) has been put in textbooks and has had a significant influence on
people around the world.

Mr. Hatakeyama believes that a Japanese-style boat, which is built with a
combination of various kinds of trees, is a "forest floating on the sea." A
Japanese-style boat reminds us that fishermen plant trees in the mountains to
grow materials for ships to be used by future generations. It symbolizes the
relationship between the mountain and the sea.

Mr. Chiba asked to help for building the boat Mr. Misao Sato, who specializes in
building Japanese-style boats, to cooperate with him in building a boat, and
decided to build one for the first time in 40 years.

For his boat, he selected around 100-year-old Japan cedar trees from Mt. Murone

(Ichinoseki City, lwate Prefecture) where Mr. Hatakeyama has continuously
planted trees, and asked Abe Sawmill to saw them into lumber.

In December 2013, they started building the ship.

When building a Japanese-style boat, the boat's bottom has to be equally divided

Ms. Sayoko Sato is ninety-one years old. Her
husband, Takeshi, is a self-taught carpenter
who builds shrines and temples. In 1950, he
built his first structure, the Mirokuji Temple in
Nakada-cho, Tome City and since then, has
made a total of about 200 shrines and
temples. In 2007, he was selected as a
“Contemporary Master Craftsman” .

Sayoko was always there beside Takeshi and
took charge of cooking three meals a day for
all the carpenters and workmen working at
sites throughout Japan where he was
engaged in building a shrine or temple. She
not only cooked but also drew pictures on the
vanes of arrow wheels used in
ridgepole-raising ceremonies and pictures on
the ceilings of temples.

Pictures nearly 2 x 2 m in size were drawn on
fetching vanes. A crane was drawn on one
vane and a tortoise on the other vane for the
ridgepole-raising ceremony. Sayoko drew as
many pictures as the buildings that her
husband constructed, spending more than a
week for each set of pictures drawn on the
vanes. Each arrow wheel is kept above the
ceiling of each building with the names of the
husband and wife, written on them.

When the Daioji Temple in Minamisanriku
underwent large-scale repairs in 1957, Sayoko
drew 160 pictures of lotus flowers on the
ceilings of the mortuary chapel. On a 45 x 45
cm piece of board, she drew the life cycle of
the lotus, from the moment it was a bud,
followed by its blooming into a beautiful
flower, and finally withering and dying.
Sayoko reflects upon the days when she spent
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into four parts to determine the width and height. Mr. Chiba explained how to
build a Japanese-style boat using a model that he made. The process of building
a boat that he learned long ago from his father has become second nature to
him.

But the most difficult task was to make the ship's bottom. While pressing down on
two places of a board with a jack, he gradually raised the end of the board to
curve by about 20 cm. Making such delicate curves requires great skill.

When making the curves of the bow, he felt nervous. Applying fish oil, he bent the
4-cm thick board while warming it with a burner. Even a small mistake might
cause the board to break. While inserting a prop stick, he delicately bent it using
a chisel. The bow, called "Myoshi," was made from cypress.

When the boat was completed, the bark of the cypress was firmly placed between
the boards, making the boat sturdy.

In this way, a beautiful Japanese-style boat, the "Azusa Maru" (total length; 12.5
m) was launched at the end of March 2014. The boat is named after the Azusa, a
hardy tree used for the turret of a boat.

Mr. Chiba has been offered difficult jobs such as the restoration of a
Japanese-style boat and restoration of a "kakko" boat, which is built by hollowing
out a log.

He asks himself, "What should | do? | am uncertain about what to do. But | have
never given up. | must carefully consider what | should do next. An artisan has to
cope with any challenge that comes his way.”

The face of Mr. Chiba as he talks about boats is youthful. Japanese-style boats are
disappearing, as well as opportunities to learn the skills and knowledge to build a
ship and a turret, and navigational techniques. Even the important relationship
between the mountain and the sea is gradually being lost. Mr. Chiba is one of the
few who can transmit the culture of the precious sea of Sanriku to the world.
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many hours drawing, saying, “Sometimes | zobY 2 & TR Xk E L2 Z o 7o B AV 2 DR AR D
drew pictures while cooking rice, and at other b é Jg %?l ZE,S _,?é é % & é v 7;;3 Je i % g % % g 8 S f’)ﬁ %:( {§ Eic %ﬁ% %
times | dozed off while drawing.” iﬂ I g> g\ % EY %t ° ;)E 7 ? ;:ﬁ “jﬁb: T 1;_‘ g); % F; %I: {4: ;_L % ;: f: ;ﬁ% /g 1; Jé:
. S F X 7 E 12 2 £
Sayoko.hasdrawn a great many pictures on Nz :ra % 3 i): S }% S P Y R E L o % i T g
the ceilings of buildings. However, not RIS W= TN g3 WO T F Tl 2 ¥ T TS
everything went smoothly in her life. At one ig%i%ﬁ%% ?%iigﬁﬁ é%%ﬁégﬁﬂaég%gg
time, they happened to fall into debt because oo i B A % Ig N % %C% Zéi W S E T A T o ok
of a rise in material prices. At another time, D o5 v il A E N ‘:"éf;i f o % = o e (E S T ?: L 25 {4 sk uﬁ'& Tk
when her husband was constructing a shrine o< {—— f 2 T) v 2 & *,L = w A fz 1 qé«} WEom AR L%f 13
J32 o H B e Moo Fole oot g T R HE h % oo EF o & g KR
in Hokkaido and told her to send pictures for W e wg g my R Eéi#k"%h: %% Eégggg% o()#gf%:; %%%%%@?%
the shrine ceiling, she took out ceiling boards T oo =2->¢ % cfidEae L OO EENY O AELRBN S C oA B RN
of their own house, drew pictures and sent
them since she could not obtain the wooden W OE K A P L gL P FamTss FH LK EREKYE OO T ED
board necessary for drawing on. gbg%%%%ﬁ"ipggig\éiﬁkﬁgﬁéé%w%ﬂ%iﬂg&%?ﬁgg‘ﬁﬁﬁ;
. " D > == R WD Z 1 Z DO DD Z Z B
Sayf)kolaughs,saymg,Iamu.nex.pectfedly b};i%éfw‘f*tngiﬁﬁuhﬁ%bih’)@%ﬁé “Exam s Lo ‘1&:0){?“&5
daring.“-Although Sayoko still lives'in a ’C&iLz)?é‘g%LT%%gV}gE‘%ﬂ%%gfkg oiﬁb:i&;)ééﬁg{%ég
i ; i WL e ° it X [ D (=G X < ° s T 0 N
tem.poraryh.ousmg unlt,\/\{hatkeepshersplrlts < ik ok E X é’: 5 ﬁ LG o Kk 5 L i oot X N I SR A o é i
up is the pride she feels in the work that she T oy T DR gﬂ 2 DBk D ko E ISR i 2T i o % LY
and her husband have accomplished so far. ?ﬁ’%@ﬁi %ngzﬁ /ii:%?g‘:\%?z ?figj_ﬁ %%%%xﬁﬁ?%g;{éhk
The buildings that her husband constructed ° 73; % ; o 07';: % ?; ;)) ® g 1%) 31:6 ;75: 5 9{ g é }5 ;gj): % 25 gg % 2 E g)e % 4; % %"o :é ﬁ
together with the artwork created by his wife ~ b L ] = % > = » £ ) /X i
i & E S SIS
wiIIsurfviveIonglJintothelfutureasaplaceof %Z%%i %g%;% 'c—j %gg%;g}%% %%ggogggzi‘z}c%g
t . > = A& i ° H] = 9 - N B
prayerior countiess people Mook © L o g il ) Tk o&GE L E M 2 Mit<Tol % Tnmrzl

03




TVABETMMEDOIFTED Z
I ESER, BifE I3 8 FRs,

FHy 7 O Z 1325 L Mz, T8RRI, V7 AT VYOVICEEIRA v o Rk
ERZINT 9 5, EHEIITEES R D, WTA T A M EMETEK,

This spring, a “care support office” for the physically challenged, “NOZOMI
Welfare Workplace,” will start operations under the name “"NOZOMI PAPER
Factory.” They are planning to produce high quality commodities. Their main
products will be postcards made from recycled milk cartons. Specifically, they
include lovely, decorated postcards made with a stencil printing method and
postcards with embossed patterns used in the KIRIKO Project that women in
Minamisanriku have been continuously engaged in since before the disaster.
They are targeting a business with a steady production of high quality
products.

The Able Art Company is expanding their activities to assist the physically
challenged to work in the field of art and design and help them find a way to
become independent. Staff members from the company visited
Minamisanriku and found great potential among the various works of art
drawn. by the physically challenged at the NOZOMI Welfare Workplace.
Attendants of the workplace are gradually finding pleasure in expressing
themselves through praise from.others for their work.

The sales of towels with “Moai” designs and postcards are satisfactory and a
small extra allowance was paid out to the workers. Mr.. Shinya Mori, a staff
member of the NOZOMI Welfare Workplace says that the corporation hopes
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to continue operation and provide a place for communication among.... & % ‘> A 9
S ot . h B % I 7
attendants of the workplace and maintain a sufficient level of wages forits 7 F a7 L
attendants. 285 A Y 0
In February of this year, the “KIRIKO postcard” was completed as a RPN (O t‘;
“commercial product” under the cooperation of ENVISI, an organization that }C %L:E g ]]) P
sponsors the KIRIKO Project, and Able Art Company. They are aiming to start ST o X
a program in which stores would receive a commission through the limited 0 X fv
sales of postcards with special patterns designed by the women of D w1 v ﬂ%
. . . . ! H = BN
Minamisanriku. These designs would be based on stories of shops and WopE 1 ) fE
families in the town. - o K 1z L
“In the future, we want to make a map of stores selling our products so that e 0 T B E
customers will visit the stores one by one, and this will lead to revitalizing our LN Y
. " . & {8 #2221 =%
local businesses,” Mr. Mori says hopefully.
At present, the Factory is comprised of 21 members. The members are
looking forward to a new start this spring.
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Mr. Kei Onodera and Mr. Yasuhiro Oyama make up the 7= ¢ Z 5 VRCIE- N
" " in hi b iz oz 22 3%k
group "Mustache and beard." They were classmates in high " g: 5 = oo S
school and both have had their mustache and beard since” <« & = noh & o A
then, giving rise to their name. Thirteen years have passed 4. 1 A B oY &
since they started their unique activities. - % Z9 E T N R

Mr. Oyama has continued draw distinctive characters and

pictures with a brush. Mr. Onodera has directed and promoted the works produced by Mr. Oyama.
"Nature allows us to live but can also take everything away from us. Even knowing this, we still wish
to live here." This phrase aptly describes how Mr. Onodera felt after the disaster.

"Therefore, | decided to make a T-shirt with these words printed on the back and hoped that it
would become the “uniform” for the people of Minamisanriku as they strived to recover. We
believed that wearing this T-shirt would give people a positive outlook. The people of
Minamisanriku were prepared for hardships after the disaster. Some decided to remain here,
preparing themselves for the worst, and some decided to leave this town with strong feelings of
regret at not being able to live here. | think every person felt uncertainty about their future," he recalls.
Yasuhiro writes calligraphy with strength and dynamism. The Chinese characters for Mt. Tatsugane
and Arashima Island are drawn with lively lines. For the character " = "(san)of " F|@ = [
(Minamisanriku)," which is printed on the sleeve, azalea blossoms from Mt. Tatsugane, octopus
suckers, and salmon scales were used for the design. His heartfelt gratitude to the town that raised
them went into creation of the T-shirt.

Kei and Yasuhiro have continued to express what is in the hearts of the people in Minamisanriku.
Both of them hope to carry out activities on a global scale with their hometown of Minamisanriku as
their base.l feel that | am doing meaningful work," he says enthusiastically.
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The entire boundary of Minamisanriku is mountain ridgelines.
All the rain that falls on the town goes to the sea.

There is a grand view of rich mountains

that nurture the blessings of a bountiful sea,

a marvelous view of a beautiful ria coast line ...

islands floating in the bay ...

Surprising spectacles await us

at the edge of Minamisanriku.

In a mountainous area in the Iriya district of Minamisanriku, there are
megaliths that dot the landscape, appearing as if they had come
down from the sky.

Granite that had been formed by cooling deep underground
emerged on the earth's surface here in the Cretaceous Period
through crustal changes, and eroded over millenniums. The area
covered with sedimentary rocks remained a mountain and people
settled in the eroded granite area.

The surface of the earth was dotted with huge lumps of granite which
remained without being eroded, and the people in Iriya have deified
the stones as gods and passed this belief from generation to
generation. The stone was believed to be an object representative of
a divine spirit.

The largest megalith is in the Ishinodaira district. It measures 5.5 m
in height and 13 m in width and lies deep in the cedar forest. The
megalith has three fissures which were caused by water entering into
its cracks and undergoing years of repeated freezing and melting. A
legend in Iriya says that those who are honest can pass through the
fissures, and those who have evil thoughts cannot.

On 28th October according to the old-style calendar, the people of
Iriya worship the "Tsutoko Myojin God" around this megalith. "Tsuto"
made from rice straws represents a shrine. Once a year, the shrine is
made anew for the god who resides there. It appears as though the
small paper offerings and "Tsutoko Myojin God" are gazing at the
people who visit here.

This is a mystical spot where you can feel the power of Mother Earth.
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We are working hard
together!

For the recovery of
Minamisanriku!

A photo project by
photographer, Mr. Masashi
Asada, and the people of
Minamisanriku.

The subjects for the photographs
are people who are working hard to
do something for others. The project
members are steadily undertaking
the photography.

Before photographing, Mr. Asada
and other members meet to decide
what location and background to
capture in the photo. On the day of
photographing, while members
meet and express ideas between
one another, a single photography
work is created. The photographs
capture people who are
sympathizing with others, people
who are proactively working for the
recovery of Minamisanriku, and
images of warm thoughts and
feelings flowing between people.
Everyone is working hard now at
various places and in various ways
while wishing for the earliest
possible recovery of Minamisanriku.
people elsewhere feel better.
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Social welfare service corporation
Senshinkai's
“NOZOMI PAPER Factory”

We enjoy making paper products because we
can make what we do best. We are pleased
when people like our goods. We are happy
because the staff made special curry for us
today! We want many people to look at the
pictures we drew. We hope that many
wonderful items can be produced out of our
drawings.
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Gyoba Shoten Co., Ltd.

Gyoba Shoten specializes in the processing
of salmon and trout. At the morning meeting
attended by all its workers, everyone
imitates a “salmon.” The fearless president
of Gyoba Shoten, Masanobu Takahashi,
holds two salmon in both his hands. The
company's first factory was restarted in
August 2011, 5 months after the disaster.
Their second factory was completed 14
months after the disaster and resumed full
operations. The company ships silver
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YES Studio — Minamisanriku Revival
Octopus Society

The staff of YES Studio gathers around
"Octopus Boy," a popular character that
resembles an octopus, a specialty of
Minamisanriku. The studio, which remodeled
the former Iriya Junior High School, is creating
new products one after another that utilize the
local resources of Minamisanriku. We wish
everyone success and happiness together with
Octopus Boy!
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salmon raised in Miyagi, autumn salmon
from Hokkaido and Sanriku, and trout from
Chile to areas all over Japan on a daily basis.
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Matsunoya,

a “farmhouse and fisherman's restaurant”
After surviving a bout with advanced cancer, Ms.
Mieko Matsuno started to run a “farmhouse and
fisherman's restaurant” together with her husband.
Her two grandchildren come to the restaurant
sometimes and they love the dishes prepared by
their grandmother. Mieko and her husband cherish
the pleased and happy faces of her grandchildren.
Visitors joyfully come to the restaurant to be uplifted
by Mieko and her miraculous recovery.

oFE=fE “DAIFD” BFBE 7+ ~TOY T~ “Minamisanriku ‘Pushing Hard’ Impressive Photo Project”
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Seasonal Kira-Kira Bow!
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