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O In spring, the seas off Minamisanriku glisten in quiet beauty. Peach, plum,

and cherry trees begin to bloom one after another in this joyous and
heartwarming "mahoroba” (spiritual home).

In May, the sacred Mt. Tatsugane is dyed crimson with azalea blossoms.
Some say that the name "Tatsugane," is an abbreviation for "Tatsugamine”
(dragon's peak). The summit of Mt. Tatsugane commands a superb view of
the area extending all the way to Cape Utatsu and this remarkable landscape

is said to resemble a gigantic dragon that lies facing west. The dragon god

N\
-\

who lives here is also a water god and a sea god.

KON FET 2E - FERAEEHMNE,
YOATARDDICIE. RANSZDADTND,

In Utatsu, there are some unusual place names that use the kanji (Chinese
character) meaning “leg” (romanization is "tari"). They include "Natari" and
"Satari." Some say that Natari is located in the right leg of the dragon and
Satari is in the left leg of the dragon.

Many scripture mounds are located at the summit. They say that Fujiwara
Hidehira who led his domain to prosperity through the gold culture of 12th

ava
vav

century Hiraizumi in Iwate Prefecture, worshiped this mountain and built

three temples and many other buildings related to Buddhism to express his

OB N E S I B O CRl S A R e Gl faith. Many scriptures on which the Lotus Sutra is written in vermilion on

. . - "
stones in geometric shapes. A basket trap attached to this "Zawa" is a Ipenese rper v deteniad i (he Getsiins memes o fhe St

traditional fishing method used to catch ice gobies that has been handed it ke pracksion of walk, WMinsmseas plesed e Ampermt 5o i e

down through the generations in this area. The fishing season is at its peak in ey o e Gl i e (e

May, and they catch about 4 cm long ice gobies with the basket trap. In spring, azaleas bloom as far as the eye can see in Mt. Tatsugane where it

e *ise Gl Hesiivall o Inslsl ein Iy 1) ey giser A IRIImAR, yE S seems that the energy from the land and sea seems to gather and gush forth.

Gaeiacckaisihgiegzeb bl A g When summer comes, the contrast between the golden fields of sunflowers

The Isatomae River where ice gobies live is one of the beautiful natural . .
and the blue sea is dazzling.

wonders of Minamisanriku. Preserving this wonderful environment and The symbol of spring in the Utatsu area of Minamisanriku is "Ice goby

passing it down to future generations is essential for realizing a spiritually

fishing.” An ice goby is a beautiful, translucent fish, and a species of goby,
rich life.

which inhabits clean briny water. It is an expensive delicacy.
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Hiroshi Onodera

Minamisanriku is a land filled with abundant natural riches.

Mr. Hiroshi Onodera explains the history of this land.

Ruins from the Jomon age have been found on the high lands, which
show that this area has been blessed with the “fruits of the sea and
land” for thousands of years. In ancient times when Nara and Kyoto

prospered, this land that was rich in gold was very attractive to the

central government. Minamisanriku was famous for horse breeding

and for high-quality silk production, and continuously attracted o< E D ) 2 B J oo | H L 4 T RO N
people from distant regions. l% ? f iy ;% i[; ’ :ﬁz ? g EE EITE {,\7\ % 7’2 ; % 1‘%’ % fg g _T"’j ij §
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To Our Faraway Friends,
With All My Heart

The students of Class 2-4 created a long poem together in a
united effort to share their thoughts and feelings. They
compared themselves after the Great East Japan Earthquake
to a "flightless bird," "broken flower." and "words erased by
an eraser," etc.

On February 27, 2010, about one year before the Great East
Japan Earthquake, a great earthquake hit Chile, on the other
side of the world. The students wrote this poem expressing
their feelings to the students of 3-B, Gabriela Mistral High
School in Constitucion City, Chile that was hit by a great
tsunami of no less than 15 m.

"Once again we must carry on living with the sea/We want
our hometown to return to the beautiful scenery of the
past/Let's all live in this town together again/Let's build a
town that is much happier than in the past/Let's make our
town full of smiling faces"

The students of Gabriela Mistral High School read their poem
and sent back their own stories of very similar experiences.
By sharing their mutual experiences with students from so far
away, they will be able to heal their wounded hearts and
produce the power to advance forward step by step.

"Still the sea is beautiful/We will hold on to the memory
of/walking with you and laughing with you/Let's go forward
one step at a time believing in the future.”

Thus, the poem closes. The students are going to send this
message also to the people of Minamisanriku, making the
poem into a song, at the memorial ceremony for victims of

the earthquake and tsunami of March 11, 2013.

“Dreams”

Once again

We will live together with the ocean
Reclaiming the beautiful landscape
Let us all live

In this town again

Let’ s dream of that future

Let us build

This town to become

Even more peaceful than before
We’ 1l build it into a place
Where there is laughter

More and more

The ocean is still beautiful
I’ 1l never forget

That we walked together
That we laughed together

That we are not alone

One by one
One step at a time
We walk towards the future

Let’ s trust in the future and walk on
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Shizugawa High School

the second year 4th class 38 students

B D v Hl R AEzE XH2TZ L &2 B I
A WU T VR (O - T VRS A 7 B
RS R AN S G L O S s N
TR L 7 2 b R T E <o 2 o oI5 F
- TR U = S A T % b hE XL L
o B L 2N o 2% 0zl ) kB
B g0 E0 bR EHEAKLES D
c X R 2 s o LT o kg BRI 3 %
CFEERL o &L P 2 2R o= o5 WK HE
2o U wH o= Ko a2 o 2% 3L gy B oy
Qb e g H o - 2w R 9 S
o < A 5 £ XWe2zaw "5 o)
Ex oo VRS 2 T ST e o kg
Mo b I 5 » o % ey b oo 25 7w 5
CwE L e s S F #%o.oaESE B
R 5 2 ofE gL AR WEZZ .
Er CHB S R T v o5 5N oo
ToFh oo REL B TBE S KD T A
5 L 2 Kk Kk -ownw s Wix 2 o 2 % #i A & 04
Ne ooy a2k Q2 mbEEALKALS LB
ZEc oW icfic Ml Folr ol 8
G<¢E2np@mLlb g ~vom b xi#
ANHmAEME T L ArEoEL Y o F L LY
Tz wvazagBPpn i =3g>5L >k )
S B E S PR A" SRS S -7 N N TR A s
Wz k% 2 CFrr2iriheY s ot E ,
5L a4l S o0 o0 ok X s
DcH L REI T TAEoNE LT
wy ek 5 o xEalfvo®Ebw g
H%# <@t 3 — & o%#FE S0 5 K& Z

LW T EPEXRFA TIPS

i

Ja)ll KRR A

OO —FhF & ik, T30 winmi~g L#D
BENZ7L—R, oL hEFNE, Al IEE-> T
ZHEVIRRELICAENET, 2o7RY el M EPS TR
TUHIA»S 2L I9NLEbHD L, AT TR AL,
FVICHHEUREZ L AL DB 0B En) 2 E2EXETA
THID JEEZREMO 2 ek k) icBvwET, b o
ERICENE L,

BRI, Dohrokl B SAbohT, 91
Lol l bbb F L, 29 LHMEDRRS & 410,
OIS ZOTH) Z EBHRTRP-72TY, 79 DAfE
bbb, HOkb RSB H,

DL IZELTVRAR
Too 6 T2, T—ffiC

- TITZ 9 Ew)kRibichng 7,

S
!

fex R Kzan

FZNETld, RADALDSBEEIC AT TR - TR
ERWET, 2o ld, B boR2NHES> TfTE

T, WO TR TS O BTNy &) Y
SIZASTVWET, PLEOTHHEEL TTL AR E VI
FLHAELC SN FE T, Do X HIc, iHRICH S, HAD

FELWITHHE L TZLw e v

TCoio L THIHFERITIE. BEELENRNE B Y
PRI VL), D26 LEHRZ LADIER L,
BSICAT T, LD I HITIE AT, FEPERT O
JAICIE, FEZBERTOLZEVLE S WET, FERICIZ
ZLLTCVAFNE, ALY ALEE—LEoTwEAbVE
T, 2oz TH 5 WAL THEHEICR> T, —H—H
ZMITEBEIICEoTIEL Y, HWOEHERH SNEHS W
HiiZ 2> TIELWTT .,

FVDHTIVLT -

SAPINVKRIEBHD AL I A

9, RIERRBRA DT,

TR SR D 7w Ly BIRIC S T2 A7evTd .,

EHERE DR 2 WGt 2 426E 7 b

g
UIS Ty N

YEoABESrFONmofo—

15t

ANV LS SW ST

b OURETHAI SRS C

EE g RERVETN A 7 o= S 1

HE
t
%

~

W

R AL

—

o
oF SRR & [

EX [ SRSRIRHE

N
/

I

(R 2O B IE

=N
A

H OB SRR

ST —x%
% e
AT o
SXUAFTAFTHEINNED
Ry T
NES

RN CHISNTOE, &

«0{4
g

s
/E\ %
BE s
vy

7z J:

= A

TZ) (%)

H>3—K
BeHicEETNS
ZLLVEARZROREY
HhIBTES
CORTICESZS
ZABRREEHES

B&DE- &
FZHR D%
DL BATE
HboEHo&

Wo lEWEZ %
BEFICLTW AT

PolEbENENLE
9o EBNRL
—fBICHWN T &
—fEICK T &
VDEDHLPRNT &

OEDTD. VEDTD
—59 D, —%9 D
BINBIN HEATS

0&EDTD, 0EDTD
—3%9'D, —59D

REAREKANEA TS
KEREEFELTHEWTIS




http://team-yasuragi.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ fix i3 6 & /120092111406310
e BT B R HiT 1) 67-2 0226-36-3670

Aoz RIEE 2 T35 E ), SHLFROERC Azl Ty,

EIRIATE TSR

<

PR THRHE

e
DI ZHL D B,

A VY YHhREING

9oE; 2HT»

S Hl,

(2010 4E5% )

Ay

= s 201343 AL

1J

iura

S 4  Chicko M.
PISE

B

/
ENET

\ ~

~
=BT
BRI

RUCKEZBPSE I

4

) =y
< 5

wa
5 B
151 2
z 2
@ =
s 2
u 17,]
2 o
= <
E E
© =
. — $t
= 5
©) >~
. G
2] 5]
p= >
2
: ‘g
en =1
g g
e g
g o)
7 Q
(0]

o
5) =
hd -
« =
— o
4 g
2 3
Q
= @]

On that day when the Great East Japan Earthquake
by the great tsunami and 35 out of 46 houses were
washed away. All the smiling faces disappeared from
Yoriki. Their fishing boats were washed away, all the
roads were cut off, and relief supplies did not arrive for
about two weeks. Thirty two people in the community

herself. Together with her husband, they run Minshuku
(Japanese B&B) “Yasuragi,” a place where you can

experience agriculture/fishing.
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evacuated to "Yasuragi," which barely survived, and
and they became sweaty and muddy from their toil. The
continued to show kind hospitality to everyone who
When taking a commemorative photo with volunteers,

Soon after, many volunteers came to remove the rubble
Miuras provided them with z toilet and bath, etc. and

came even under severe circumstances.

helped each other to stay alive.

because she wants to tell her grandchild someday about

Chieko always holds her grandchild in her arms. This is
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all the people in the world who helped the people of

Yoriki.

outlook of our neighbors who, after losing everything,
tried to rise again, and live their lives to the fullest,"
"We have to live our lives and go forward step by step

"I hope that children in the future will see the positive
with thoughts of the many people who helped us in our

Chieko expresses.
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From Taipei in Taiwan Ms. Kanae Sato (Chinese
name: Chang) came to Sendai 18 years ago as a
foreign student. Two years later, she married a man
who managed a survey company in Minamisanriku.
Since then she has been living in Minamisanriku.
She has taught Japanese to Chinese residents in the
town for more than 10 years. In the year of the
great earthquake of 2011, she supported the
children who moved here from overseas as a
part-time teacher in adjacent Kesennuma City,
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hearts. And, we must never stop smiling."

Just one month before the earthquake, extensions
had been made on her house. Their newly
renovated home was completely swept away by the
tsunami. Kanae was in a daze from the loss, but her
husband, who had lost much more than she had,
offered words of encouragement. "Since we have
nothing left, we do not have to waste time cleaning
up." She was relieved to hear his words. Now, she

while helping with the family business.
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is still continuing to support her husband who is

"If we build a tsunami learning center in which
people from all over the world can study the
tsunami with an educational program that includes
field work where they can learn how to make
decisions and what to do when a tsunami strikes,
Minamisanriku will be able to continue to attract
the world's attention. I would like to think that now
is our chance to realize something conceived by no

trying to revive his company.

one else."
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