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In the Yoriki district of Minamisanriku, children carry out a rare
tradition that has been handed down from generation to generation.
This event, "Sasayo," has been performed on January 15 for 250
years. At Yorikihama Beach, boys in the Yoriki district go
door-to-door and pray for marine safety and a large catch through
song. The oldest boy carries on his back the flagpole with the banners
used by fishing boats to indicate a large catch (Tairyo-bata) and leads
the younger boys. Last year, six boys, ranging in age from the first
grade of elementary school to the third grade of junior high school,
performed the event.

The oldest boy divided the gifts of money received from each of the
houses among the children in the same way that a ship owner divides
the profits made from fishing to his seamen. It is a rite of passage that
allows boys to move a step closer to becoming a “man of the sea.”
The series of activities for this event are entirely administered by the
children without any adult supervision.

Of the 47 houses in the Yoriki district, 35 houses were washed away
by the tsunami of 2011, and "Sasayo" was in danger of disappearing.
Once this event was discontinued, it might cease to exist, everyone
thought. The Chairperson of the Yoriki Sasayo Preservation Society
and others asked people in the district who lived in temporary houses
to gather on the beach on the day of the event.

People in the Yoriki district will surely continue this tradition.
Children's singing voices that sound throughout the beach and the
“tairyo-bata” banners that flutter in the breezes under blue skies in
winter symbolize the Yorikihama Beach of ancient times.
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"Asahigaura," a drum group of Omori Sosaku Daiko
was established in the spring of 1994.

The Omori district was heavily damaged by the huge
tsunami caused by the Great Chilean Earthquake of
1960. Thus, some of the people in the district created
and performed the "Tsunami Fukko Daiko” (Beating a
drum for recovery from tsunami damage), in a strong
spirit of unity.

"Drummers and the audience become as one in a
Japanese drum performance. At our first performance,
we received applause and it was a wonderful feeling,"
Mr. Kazuya Sasaki, the leader of the group, recalls.
Children also began to participate and the circle of
members expanded.

Then the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011 struck
the town. All the drums were washed away by the
tsunami, and almost all of the members lost their
houses.

Two months after the disaster, a support group donated
drums to the group. EXILE, a popular Japanese vocal
and dance unit, invited the drum group to perform with
them. It was time to regroup. In September 2011, the
"Tsunami Fukko Daiko" sounded once again through
the disaster-stricken area. The group dynamically V%5 k) RABOEENEGLEELELS
demonstrated their strong desire to cheer up the

disaster-stricken areas with their drum performance that

has continued to date.

At present, 25 members made up of various age groups,

including kindergarteners to people in their 60's,

practice several times per month.

The bond among members of the community has

prompted its recovery from the two huge tsunami

which devastated the town in the past. With this strong

spirit of unity, the town faces a bright future.
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