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Across a distance of about 17,000 km, the Republic of Chile and
the Town of Minamisanriku have continued to promote friendly
relations. The start of this friendship can be traced back to the
tsunami caused by a major earthquake in Chile that hit
Minamisanriku before dawn on May 24 1960.

In the Shizugawa district (former Shizugawa Town), 41 persons
died, 312 houses were washed away, 653 houses were destroyed,
364 houses were partially destroyed, and 566 houses were
flooded. In this way, Shizugawa suffered tremendous damage. In
1990, 30 years after the disaster, the monument of a condor, the
national bird of Chile, was presented by the Chilean Government
and in 1991 the moai statue which the Minamisanriku
Government asked a Chilean sculptor to carve as part of the
‘Hometown Creation Project' was completed. Both were placed in
Matsubara Park in the Shizugawa district.

The park was severely damaged by the Great East Japan
Earthquake, but the head of the moai statue that was detached in
the tsunami was found, and transferred to the premises of
Shizugawa High School. The Chile Domestic Committee of the
Japan-Chile Business Cooperation Committee asked the elders on
Easter Island for their cooperation.

Mr. Manuel Tuki, a 93-year-old sculptor, called on everybody.
"Should we present the moai, which can give mana (supernatural
powers) to the people of Minamisanriku and provide them with
the hope to live there again? I will carve the moai, which the
Japanese people need, together with my son!" It is said that the
meeting of the elders was enveloped in loud applause.

A moai made of stone from Easter Island had never left the island
before. But because the Japanese people had previously supported
restoration of moai statues that had fallen and scattered to their
original glory, this unprecedented project of Easter Island was
started.

In this way, Mr. Benedict Tuki, son of Manuel, carved the moai
out of stone with his relatives who were also sculptors. Mr. Tuki
put the eyes made from white coral and obsidian in the installed
moai. It is said that there are only two moais which have eyes in
the world.

When Mr. Tuki visited Minamisanriku and saw the disaster of the
tsunami with his own eyes, his eyes filled with tears. "When the
eyes are put in, mana (supernatural powers) dwells in a moai. |
hope it will remove the sadness in Minamisanriku and watch over
its revival," he said.

Both Chile and Minamisanriku obtain food from the rich sea, and
appreciate its benefits. Over their long history, the people well
understand the dangers of the sea that can very easily take away
peoples’ lives and livelihood. Tsunami can cause huge destruction
from the opposite side of the earth, even if an earthquake is not
felt. Over long eons, the damage from Nature that both lands have
experienced, has taught them how humans should live
harmoniously with nature. They have acquired the spirit to fight
bravely, even in the face of horrific disasters.

The word "Moai" means "living for the future" in the Rapa Nui
language of Easter Island. The moai of Minamisanriku contains
the thoughts and hopes of many people such as the people of Chile
and Easter Island who presented Minamisanriku with this
much-treasured object as well as the staff of the companies who
did their best to carry the huge 3-meter high image weighing 2
tons from this faraway island. The moai statue will continue to
encourage and watch over the people of Minamisanriku far into
the future.
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Sakiko Miura
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f; » = & H /E\-j NI Before the Great East Japan Earthquake, Ms. Sakiko Miura
-~ 4 T
g < 7; g g - ;..;.:E Ry ran “Keimei-maru,” a farmer's & fisherman's restaurant at
A A - Hadenya in the Togura district where she was born and raised.
., The restaurant served home-made dishes using a wealth of
% = %’ E EE 7; < L seasonal food collected from the nearby sea and mountains.
42’ % f fL, /i:f i/:j 55: 71]’: “Keimei-maru” was the name of the Miura Family's fishing
= é‘ ;'; D 1 H % vessel. In Japanese writing, “Keimei-maru” is composed of
i ) ;; i, % «? ?; H three Chinese characters — “kei,” “mei” and “maru” where
7 Z‘l’F’ % @ % 5:? i i “kei” originates from one of the two kanji characters that
S
7%' b ;F %11 g% 7 f‘% represent her husband's name “Keigo.” As a decoration and a
Z - D - 7
T e < E[) b 5‘) D restaurant sign, she used three large glass floats used in
?ig_; g& jf ‘7‘;; f f@ I 7{% fishing to mark the three characters of “kei,” “mei,” and
v s n Ay Ok “maru” with one character on each float.
However, the massive tsunami following the Great East
% }E ﬁ E’% 3:) j; E: f’% Japan Earthquake washed away and destroyed her restaurant
L ’; H Ejg f{ ; 25 BT full of sweet memories as well as the house that she and her
E L P F &% A 7”; frf husband had worked hard to build on their own. On the
%7 % ?; ? ﬁ g: 02 ;’ evening of March 11 that year, she saw her hometown changed
;5) ’f?ﬁ?l Yg v 733 éj 2”3 ;:; drastically without any trace left of its former landscape.
Z L ol o2 4 1’; i < When a year and three months had passed after the Earthquake,
}S: /: % (1) i ﬁj ; }C one of the fish farm floats decorating the entrance of the
;C: Z ;% f:?;)z EC § 251, }é restaurant was miraculously found in Alaska and returned to
2 M4 n koo her. It was the float with “kei” written on its surface.

Sakiko made up her mind to re-establish the “Keimei-maru.”
She hoped to build a relaxing place where people of the

¥ L
;ﬁwﬁz‘a h 7 I community could spend time with their children and

grandchildren who came to visit, and a “gathering place” for

‘: 5'3‘“6 %g volunteers who had come to help the townspeople who had

lost everything after the disaster. On April 17 2013, she reopened
a spacious reservations-only restaurant on the site of her former

I BB == =
:F7|< é S h 7'_-,3'5 EE = A home that faces the sea of Togura. Visitors not only enjoy
EEFRLUAAINEEEE H7T HE-o her home-made dishes made from plenty of local food but

Kaoru Chl ba Kanae Chl ba also are able to listen to her story of the disaster over coffee.

If there had not been the Great East Japan Earthquake, Kaoru

Chiba would not have met Kanae. They got married and 7%: = 7;_: ;’;T; % g EE ;
opened CAFE CANAPE in a trailer house in Baba-Nakayama ~ % i —- ' ° % 4 %
. o o 23 ANDO o mE 7T
in the Utatsu district. In Minamisanriku where the best and T AT 2 N =12 2 R
. ) ) T F D o e
freshest ingredients are available, people are apt to eat them TG AN DB gD B
raw. “However, it would be nice if we could eat pasta cooked ’@ fé :C) ﬁf;@ ﬂ% i g 7 ?{
in a sea-urchin cream sauce,” Kanae says. Mr. and Mrs. :C < % % % % w = Iz
Chiba's hearts are filled with dreams of creating such a 2 %E;] E [c.f dfé i,%- H?f g
restaurant that Minamisanriku has never known before. % 35 o3 U‘ Iz B di ®
. . 3 PSR D
After the disaster when all roads were cut off by the debris IR v AR T e g
carried by the huge tsunami into the Baba-Nakayama area,
Kaoru promptly launched a blog and sent information on ﬁ %‘ ﬁ 7;‘; ‘f‘; ;i; ﬂ]il, 2 5
the condition of the district, thus leading to supplies of e 5 XL sl FE D
. . w2 o ° g Bl GE °
relief goods and attracting volunteers. £ B HL oy ST L O
Immediately after the earthquake, Kanae took a paid leave 2, Z ? i;j)z e 30 E}Z;( ;C) %‘
b}
from her company and went north to Minamisanriku where ;’&F :’g ;\ ff}% L 5) % /I%I/
= £
she worked preparing meals for victims at the evacuation z 5 M “j’ v o
center for two weeks. In this way, her visit to Utatsu once a N ;,\'7’(/ é% B ;:; g gf
month started. Dk a7 Ewy T
) o R O B Y A
“1 had problems understanding what people were saying in N »r Tz 1 %

the dialect” Some people helped interpret for her and one of these interpreters was Kaoru.

In their wedding ceremony held this past April, the bride's walk down the aisle was along the
evacuation passage “Miraido (Future Road)” that people in the Baba-Nakayama area built at the
top of the hills. Everyone that gathered there had their best smile on. The couple says that people
gather where there is such a smile. The fact that Kanae was attracted to this place proves this.
CAFE CANAPE is a place where visitors can relax over a cup of coffee while viewing the beautiful
sea equal in beauty to any famous overseas resort. The couple has just started to build a café

together where everyone — local residents and overseas visitors alike — want to smile at each other.
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Masamichi Ono
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In the Utatsu district of Minamisanriku, a new agricultural
business has started. The president, 33-year old Mr.
Masamichi Ono, cultivates tomatoes and chrysanthemums.
He established Ono Kasho-en, hired employees, and presently
runs a farm. He does not use chemical fertilizers and makes

soil using a homemade organic fertilizer and delivers ABEO L FEFHN T NEBRSAD 2 b, BREAFTHETTOUET, ASREDSLTH 2 BINEICHAT 2N &S A,
delicious and safe tomatoes of high quality to customers. . . X
. . . % 0 %5 7 [E= < ) E WM AE 2 v e b WA IE Mo 2 BRE O % %
Masamichi allows visitors to experience farming in his green {’; OB ° 7/ oA S PRI AHRIEFTARAPRNIT S AL O FHEAHEE 2 Y SOM
; P ; Sk & YNGR o e T AR I Y T LS T R Db E R YD T
house while enjoying exchanges with each other. o5 4 BE VAL SN DD T ARV A o g R T W FE A b B
Upon entering the green house filled with the scent of green Y 5 LA AR E o3 3 0D D p N D B o v Ic B LR Y o3
o . - L o0 F P vy AL AN DS Y TE e kR TE B K
tomatoes, visitors feel energized. The participants who Lf oo n A CEP F OB TEE KA WLE R R K E A S e L T b
A 3 . A ) _ < . - H] N < i ~ et N <
experience propping up the plants, culling them or harvesting z W fz F) < # % ;7) BE 2 % %E % ﬁ 5 L%‘ % @@ ;f% é E%; Ejg Ji 1{: :‘zlg ?7» ﬁ § E'é i —‘],7 ;;:)CT
T H D E g S - WOE > g o SN
them come to love tomatoes. When they hear news of a stron % < o 2 2 Lo B2 kT 5 ¥ 1 L A < T 3 % &a1x ¥ L
, natoes. THREn ey ooz Ll Har oS es WAy B ET S TRE 4w
wind or a cold wave in Minamisanriku, they recall wonderful ?i? ;)L Iz * % %ﬁ’ 542 9 A o0 F R C AN D B 2w Z I (AR N C R (A
I o N - : I 2L 2
memories of their time there and the faces of Mr. Onoand his ~ 1¥ = v 20y % PN é‘)ﬁ }g <A ‘g T;E ‘f:c g ’f% % £ 2 éf?; 2 7 1F % i EC ?Z 37E3 e f
staff come to mind. BEw 0 Wk 2Rz EHFE NN & TR A b AR TR A
In this way, Mr. Ono thinks, a fan of Minamisanriku is born. *® o b W T 2 o b ¥ 20 KA COLEZEDL LIS A
"Haru-chan Tomatoes" produced by the company are A e AN L POl AR 2L 2 2 v T F X CTH By M
beautifully boxed and shiooed h hout J Th 71?}‘L’)3‘5)73“/“%%“}:0)"(%&Eﬂ&iﬁﬁoﬁﬁ:b:b:wgﬁ%ﬁbi
eautifully boxed and shipped to areas throughout Japan. The %'f} ci)‘jgf % E Kgf;%f L; m;g;}fe[geggf{ﬁt L ?@@JKAE 2 {)/}\:Li 2
i \‘F< H % 1 < VAR & f\\\{b E,jﬁk“ﬁlmo %
staff pay carefulattentlon_to the request of each customer so T CmETCH L M A % N <D omTE T e o i B 5 ho Tl D
that when the tomatoes arrive at the customer's home, they are oM T HE ) AL L oz )y L S = VIR = Txrr» 3 vdbr e
. ) . 2 =D H DI DT ohh o b gk g WIEZ L 1) 7R B
perfectly ripened and just ready to be eaten. "Haru-chan CEEW O MR D 2w ?g - gy 2B it s T ETCHE RPN S oL 5
" i i i MR N R W N v A %) R FIm I 2HE S 0L vHEHYL SR
Tomatoes" are made with loving care and attention. The REE T I R S /é\i S 225212 crizd oo C T
tomatoes of the Ono Kasho-en that are grown using a new AN L qE = S rFr =992 = it A A Tyl o U7 T < =
. . : _ 4 @O & FZx IIE PR OLAE S CFATO 003 bIic A
method of agriculture continue to form connections with % i B H = 5% v h s < . h Sl BICTTE S TA "KL D
consumers and attract people to Minamisanriku. e o bR oA YRR SR LESNKRT oS HMSRY A
Bt At \FEER B
FA=FEBTHEFHIE 66 TEL/FAX 0226-36-3711 Every summer, Nagasuka Beach in the Utatsu
http://onokashouen.com % district used to be crowded with many sea bathers.
- However, this beautiful sandy beach has shrunk in
b size as a result of the tsunami and land subsidence,
b\ and the sand now includes gravel and small scraps
of iron.
E Young men who wanted to revive this beach
decided to take action. They are Mr. Hiroya Miura
g and Mr. Shu Chiba who are in the first year of
g senior high school. Both of them have swum in
ATELLBLAELBALTHESDE TERGD 7 ) — v KIEK % this sea since they were young children. For those
iﬁ who live in the district, the beach is packed with
fond memories of childhood. "We want you to
* remember the fun you had at this beach. For
N everybody who lives in the town and for visitors,
;ﬁ we want to revitalize Nagasuka." Both of them
) Bl called on their friends to help.
ARSI D% 3D
REMFOL =S A This group became the "Minamisanriku Sea
E Monkey" consisting of 50 members from first
_ SHED7AH208IC . S
— s BoEY—FVE— (EREoBAD P —FTFE B, graders in elementary schools t-o seniors in high
L= ' / s S s S | schools. They have been cleaning up Nagasuka
< J5Sh MWeh y-v AA—Fv, 8B 10 BETEELET | hools. They have been cl Nagasuk
Shu Chlba & Hiroya Miura Beach for about an hour and a half from 2:00 p.m.
. ‘ D every Saturday. They put sand in a big basket
o oo e N TR BH LW ABEZIZHEKE &2 - 12 TW L EBmYE Y T — - .
Aol XY LR T Vi E 3y g AABLELE DS Y T REICKH with a shovel and sieve the sand to remove small
LI ﬂﬂm/vlt:iﬂzu:%mc:fﬁb"HEfﬁ*ryss‘M:éf?;i@%*f*fﬁkt"b?ﬁ‘?‘?fa‘ybﬁE : -
o :'l v g:“: WL oy 8 fg: S A ME T EH A ;\;Z 7’% g TR L LW YWl oA Bk foreign substances. They work enthusiastically
P D D EF gl i w3 9 w»wH D FE - S w3 H LYWL oS i i .
A%i%/\#ﬁ@kﬁﬁé:&%‘77"6%‘1'41:“(“0)J:§/J‘Oﬁlﬁd):ﬁ“cI@%f: YR t W|thadultsunderabla2|.ngsun
7 > ; s 5 1 = g; SR efg 7> 5 e fg % o N B = 2 J\ 75 Z ;)C L f; VR A S ]k ' After the earthquake disaster, these two young
D < o4 il AR R S R 2 2 o 3 < Yoo i Lo :
- EE' W ;‘E i D i g &y j; N Hy ;,i o ;g_,r i g% g 7 S Bk Zg i % 3 LR D e g % A é Ht H men started talking with people of all generations,
TR T s ﬁéﬁ 7 z & 52* ol % 2 A Lo E Us! 2 % v s g é% % ~ %h‘ including volunteers who visited the town, adults
b Lo oy N XYooy “F1&E->HEzTFu D NN 9D & i ifE D in the town to whom they had not previously talked
T ey R R C oM B AL T LIk ) X% kS K KR . : o
Mz 2 oo CT W gL KonEm 5 v 8 é ¥ ok £ nE LW 2| n A with, as well as young children. They said with a
CLTab 3oz s 3so@Fmal &%72 2L LE s KEEH sparkle in their eyes that while cleaning the sands,
W% 2 R IE I T D FE A A B ERITFT LD RBEY H C o — they have learned about various lifestyles and views,
’LC % ijiié ° f{ 71; 3)\ g ;Q i ;{ = g I ;i g\ :E?C % 7[§c é‘%‘ g ;f gu 742; % %’JJ % E)Cf 2’; 15)'5 féﬁ % b}; b 5 and learned a great deal about a variety of things.
WL o RN %‘ D {g( < 5 0@) 502 3T &5 Log = ol B < 7&? 2] "Although the power of a single person is small,
- - i 2 g X A L S 7 AB K E KL AZE S - - - "
cvt{‘t @ﬁfiﬁgﬁﬂjéuéﬁé‘éf ;2% :%%%f; &ﬁi%v@o:fg?g combining this power makes it great.
&, ;;9) g % fﬁf g:% g}% ﬁ % ,‘%% ,l% 5 ﬁ NI “%’ ﬁg 2 ’:C i'-) 717:} 7%: Z A fif {i:é ;ﬁ; ij :E "(i 7 Z'? These young men are working hard towards the
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“BROBVWERTS”
TARBRREBD

With geographical features of mountains located close to the sea and a
jagged coastline, Minamisanriku is a town where the sea meets the forest. In
the Iriya district, the people have painstakingly farmed on narrow farmland,
many located on slopes, since olden times. A full-time farmer, Mr. Hiroyuki
Abe grows fruit such as apples, cultivates rice, and raises livestock.

Every spring, the blossoms on his fruit trees, such as apple, peach, and pear,
all bloom at the same time. This beautiful, peaceful and unspoilt scene is
reminiscent of how Japan must have appeared in ancient times. He thinks
that although large-scale farming cannot be conducted here, if all the farmers
produce crops according to what is most suitable for their respective small
farms, and if the farms form a close connection with each other, this
semimountainous area can be a strong agricultural region making the best use
of their unique features.

Now, Mr. Abe has begun to grow an herb "Chinese g~ ) L5 X
T o ; A B X & A
Angelica" while receiving support from business. Mr. C oo s
Abe believes that cultivation of rare crops isthe key [ 23 & # & #
. wogE AR TR
to future success of this area. 'ié 7 F s O
"Farming produces food which, in turn, helps make the A % {% {E‘L 2 g
> M2 (=]
human body. The farmer's hopes and wishes are put %) % g g ; g
into producing his crops. It is important that those who /v E &7 f) a
eat the products take the time to think about the g < %i :i 1;5 7?:
farmer's wishes." This is Mr. Abe's agricultural -%H ;{ z”g 2, v 7‘%‘
philosophy. CT B
If a person can empathize with our idea, the personis v & o» & 1o (L
connected with other people. Mr. Abe knows first-hand 2, i ﬁ ~ [: 7,5)’
that efforts such as diligent day-to-day toil eventually IE/ % 71‘71 v ;‘S:
) i i 3 lif] N
results in the production of excellent crops and will Ve % — Bjj >
lead to a bright future for Minamisanriku. j:_ L f ﬁéf ;E
He says, “I would like our town to make the most of its ; T/: fifi é“) %ﬁ
geographical advantages of a rich sea and mountains so A3 /: K %)E 23
that someday, people will say ‘Let's learn from ﬁ > 5, h 51';
Minamisanriku’ ” New ideas continue to whirl around o E 2
. T oL KMy
in Mr. Abe's head.
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Two years have passed since the

Great East Japan Earthquake.

Ms. Yuri Tabata who is in her

third year of senior high school asked herself the
question, "Is there anything we can do for
Minamisanriku because of who we are?" She thought
that the one thing she was able to do right away was to
tell people what she experienced in the earthquake and
tsunami. She talked to her friends about it and got
together with them. They named their group "Mazumotte,"
which is an abbreviated form of "Mazumotte” (at any
rate) “Katakkara” (talk to you) and “Kiitekesain” (please
listen). The group consists of 16 students.

When they talked to senior high school students who
visited Minamisanriku as part of an educational tour or
volunteers who came to help, a senior high school
student who listened to the stories of their experience
shed tears, saying "After listening to you, | understood
the value of living an ordinary life."

A member of the group, Ms. Mina Sato who is in her
first year of senior high school temporarily moved to
lwate after the earthquake and tsunami but wanted to go
back to Shizugawa from the bottom of her heart. She did
not realize how precious her hometown was until she left
Minamisanriku to live in Iwate. This is why Mina
sincerely hopes that young people of her generation will
learn to value their hometowns.

The members want to convey the worth and fragility of
ordinary life. Ordinary life means that we can use water
and electricity, and have a filling meal. Such a life was
shattered in an instant on that disastrous day. They
realized that "to be ordinary" was never "ordinary."
Minamisanriku's young people who know the value of
even a simple "Thank you” firsthand, will surely continue
to talk about their experiences into the future.
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