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At the Isatomae River, you can see a device called "Zawa" made by piling
stones in geometric shapes. A basket trap attached to this "Zawa" is a
traditional fishing method used to catch ice gobies that has been handed
down through the generations in this area. The fishing season is at its peak in
May, and they catch about 4 cm long ice gobies with the basket trap.

The "Ice Goby Festival" is held on May 19 every year. At Isatomae, you can
experience eating the ice gobies while they are still moving.

The Isatomae River where ice gobies live is one of the beautiful natural
wonders of Minamisanriku. Preserving this wonderful environment and
passing it down to future generations is essential for realizing a spiritually
rich life.
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In spring, the seas off Minamisanriku glisten in quiet beauty. Peach, plum,
and cherry trees begin to bloom one after another in this joyous and
heartwarming "mahoroba” (spiritual home).

In May, the sacred Mt. Tatsugane is dyed crimson with azalea blossoms.
Some say that the name "Tatsugane," is an abbreviation for "Tatsugamine”
(dragon's peak). The summit of Mt. Tatsugane commands a superb view of
the area extending all the way to Cape Utatsu and this remarkable landscape
is said to resemble a gigantic dragon that lies facing west. The dragon god
who lives here is also a water god and a sea god.

In Utatsu, there are some unusual place names that use the kanji (Chinese
character) meaning “leg” (romanization is "tari"). They include "Natari" and
"Satari." Some say that Natari is located in the right leg of the dragon and
Satari is in the left leg of the dragon.

Many scripture mounds are located at the summit. They say that Fujiwara
Hidehira who led his domain to prosperity through the gold culture of 12th
century Hiraizumi in lwate Prefecture, worshiped this mountain and built
three temples and many other buildings related to Buddhism to express his
faith. Many scriptures on which the Lotus Sutra is written in vermilion on
Japanese paper were dedicated to the scripture mounds at the summit.

With the production of gold, Minamisanriku played an important part in the
prosperity of Hiraizumi culture at the time.

In spring, azaleas bloom as far as the eye can see in Mt. Tatsugane where it
seems that the energy from the land and sea seems to gather and gush forth.
When summer comes, the contrast between the golden fields of sunflowers
and the blue sea is dazzling.

The symbol of spring in the Utatsu area of Minamisanriku is "lce goby
fishing.” An ice goby is a beautiful, translucent fish, and a species of goby,
which inhabits clean briny water. It is an expensive delicacy.
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Hiroshi Onodera
Minamisanriku is a land filled with abundant natural riches.
Mr. Hiroshi Onodera explains the history of this land.
Ruins from the Jomon age have been found on the high lands, which
show that this area has been blessed with the “fruits of the sea and
land” for thousands of years. In ancient times when Nara and Kyoto
prospered, this land that was rich in gold was very attractive to the
central government. Minamisanriku was famous for horse breeding
and for high-quality silk production, and continuously attracted R o 2 % b oo H L & T MR N
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can live together in harmony.
Because this area is one that has undergone many hardships through T T O T = - x 2z 7 1z fa 5 X X v X 3
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Minamisanriku can be characterized by rich, beautiful and pristine T o zH o ° k7 % 5T ;)L H L Bl < 7 R AN 1l X
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Minamisanriku. Its people have the power deep within themselves to
turn despair into hope. “Now is the time to start creating a new way T 2 Rl 3 = % + W Z Tt ix kb & h VARG S
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To Our Faraway Friends,
With All My Heart

The students of Class 2-4 created a long poem together in a
united effort to share their thoughts and feelings. They
compared themselves after the Great East Japan Earthquake
to a "flightless bird," "broken flower." and "words erased by
an eraser," etc.

On February 27, 2010, about one year before the Great East
Japan Earthquake, a great earthquake hit Chile, on the other
side of the world. The students wrote this poem expressing
their feelings to the students of 3-B, Gabriela Mistral High
School in Constitucion City, Chile that was hit by a great
tsunami of no less than 15 m.

"Once again we must carry on living with the sea/We want
our hometown to return to the beautiful scenery of the
past/Let's all live in this town together again/Let's build a
town that is much happier than in the past/Let's make our
town full of smiling faces"

The students of Gabriela Mistral High School read their poem
and sent back their own stories of very similar experiences.
By sharing their mutual experiences with students from so far
away, they will be able to heal their wounded hearts and
produce the power to advance forward step by step.

"Still the sea is beautiful/We will hold on to the memory
of/walking with you and laughing with you/Let's go forward
one step at a time believing in the future.”

Thus, the poem closes. The students are going to send this
message also to the people of Minamisanriku, making the
poem into a song, at the memorial ceremony for victims of
the earthquake and tsunami of March 11, 2013.

“Dreams”

Once again

We will live together with the ocean
Reclaiming the beautiful landscape
Let us all live

In this town again

Let’ s dream of that future

Let us build

This town to become

Even more peaceful than before
We’ Il build it into a place
Where there is laughter

More and more

The ocean is still beautiful
1”1l never forget

That we walked together
That we laughed together
That we are not alone

One by one

One step at a time

We walk towards the future

Let’ s trust in the future and walk on
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Shizugawa High School

the second year 4th class 38 students
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"Never stop smiling,” Ms. Chieko Miura swears to
herself. Together with her husband, they run Minshuku
(Japanese B&B) “Yasuragi,” a place where you can
experience agriculture/fishing.

On that day when the Great East Japan Earthquake
occurred, the community of Yoriki was swallowed up
by the great tsunami and 35 out of 46 houses were
washed away. All the smiling faces disappeared from
Yoriki. Their fishing boats were washed away, all the
roads were cut off, and relief supplies did not arrive for
about two weeks. Thirty two people in the community
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From Taipei in Taiwan Ms. Kanae Sato (Chinese
name: Chang) came to Sendai 18 years ago as a
foreign student. Two years later, she married a man
who managed a survey company in Minamisanriku.
Since then she has been living in Minamisanriku.
She has taught Japanese to Chinese residents in the
town for more than 10 years. In the year of the
great earthquake of 2011, she supported the

2010 4 11 HIcHT oLtk b & & HICRMRER L7z 4 _> b

77y 740, PEEICELOKRR R E2 ML 7.

" ; = WMo o b £ I
evacuated to "Yasuragi,” which barely survived, and § % % 1,/75 % ;C ﬁ% v
helped each other to stay alive. K £ T
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Soon after, many volunteers came to remove the rubble 22 S VR A A S
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When taking a commemorative photo with volunteers, ;‘? 7 w <L L 3%
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Chieko always holds her grandchild in her arms. This is
because she wants to tell her grandchild someday about .
. S B DK N
all the people in the world who helped the people of A b &2 TR HE 3
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Yoriki. K o K P D I
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outlook of our neighbors who, after losing everything, % % ”%f z 3 ;L ‘3:’
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with thoughts of the many people who helped us in our % &) & ‘; ié“ g
hearts. And, we must never stop smiling."
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children who moved here from overseas as a
part-time teacher in adjacent Kesennuma City,

< 18 A B B Y . . . . .

i 4E 12 ANBH % ¥ ¥ while helping with the family business.
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B % < S Ewo Just one month before the earthquake, extensions

ﬁ 2 \é ‘g ’?E i ’2 ﬁ‘ Z '?I had been made on her house. Their newly

LA gz : ?f % A A z i renovated home was completely swept away by the

S A A . .

- ;|E|'3 é}, X BE K f & op tsunami. Kanae was in a daze from the loss, but her

%Z g z § g j’jgﬁ f‘c“ 55:, husband, who had lost much more than she had,

/‘ii % g i ’2 % ‘g j:; (JE'; offered words of encouragement. "Since we have
=

s % 5% i ° oo 7 nothing left, we do not have to waste time cleaning
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ML s R S up." She was relieved to hear his words. Now, she

is still continuing to support her husband who is
X 2 ®» Ww T o ok A trying to revive his company.
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’gé f; /l/, = z = ? g g; 7;; "If we build a tsunami learning center in which
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2 SRV g T X 2 % tsunami with an educational program that includes
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2 7;: :; %} I 75;) E ¢ % field work where they can learn how to make

X B E’ > T {’g )% decisions and what to do when a tsunami strikes,
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